
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texas wildlife and fisheries scientists align to support federal 
conservation initiative. 

 
 
Texas is blessed with an incredibly diverse array of fish, wildlife, and wide-open spaces. These 
unique resources are part of our past, present and future, and are so ubiquitous they have 
become part of our cultural identity.   
 
Although some of these fish and wildlife species are thriving thanks to careful, science-based 
management, many face increasing challenges and are in steep decline.  Invasive species, 
emerging diseases, habitat loss and fragmentation, and extreme weather threaten many fish and 
wildlife populations at a scale inconceivable just a few decades ago. State fish and wildlife 
agencies have identified 15,000 species nationwide in need of proactive conservation action, and 
Texas is home to over 1,300 of these species.   
 
What if we had the financial resources to research and implement conservation measures to 
keep species off the Endangered Species List --without raising or creating new taxes --while giving 
private industry and landowners more regulatory certainty and reduced risk? House Resolution 
4647, the “Recovering America’s Wildlife Act,” recently filed by Nebraska Congressman Jeff 
Fortenberry, is a bipartisan bill that does just that. We know it’s almost always more cost-
effective to take action before something is placed on the Endangered Species Act; yet as a 
nation, we’ve adopted a reactionary approach. H.R. 4647 seeks to change that mindset. It’s better 
for business, better for conservation, and better for taxpayers.  
 
The bill would allocate $1.3 billion dollars from royalties currently collected from oil, gas, and 
mineral production on federal lands and waters to the states for at-risk species research and 
protection. Based on our population and geographic size, Texas is eligible for about $63 million 
per year. The funding must be used for the highest-risk species with the goal of keeping them off 
the Endangered Species List. No new taxes. No diversion from other federal programs.  
 
Part of this money will fund scientific research at universities and colleges around the state. 
Information and knowledge are key components of any good decision-making process, and 
conservation initiatives should be based on the best available science. Many of these at-risk 
species have not been well studied due to the vagaries of research funding, but H.R. 4647 offers 
a once-in-a-generation opportunity to change that deficiency.      
 
Why is it important to support these kinds of initiatives? As research scientists and educators, we 
are sometimes asked why humans should care about the conservation of our natural world.  
There are a multitude of answers, but one of the most apparent is to protect the economic 
services the natural world provides to humankind.   
 
Clean air, water, and production of food all rely on natural ecosystem services. Trees cool our 
urban neighborhoods in the hot summer months. Photosynthetic plankton in the sea turn carbon 



dioxide into oxygen that we breathe. Wetlands filter our wastewater.  Oyster reefs stabilize our 
shorelines and provide habitat for fish that we eat. Birds spread plant seeds in their droppings, 
and bees pollinate food crops.   
 
We can directly measure some of these economic values. Hunting, canoeing, hiking, bird 
watching and other outdoor recreational activities generate $28.7 billion annually in consumer 
spending and directly support 277,000 Texas jobs. Each year, over 14 million Texans enjoy some 
form of outdoor recreation. It’s a critical sector of our state’s economy with far-reaching benefits 
that stretch beyond the simple financial impact.   
 
The recent sighting of a single Golden-crowned Sparrow in Cibolo, Texas caused such a stir that 
birdwatchers from all over the country came to see the rare bird. They rented cars, hotel rooms, 
and spent money in restaurants and grocery stores, directly benefitting the local economy.   
 
It’s easy to understand why people get excited about charismatic species, so naturally game 
animals such as white-tailed deer and bobwhite quail get the bulk of attention in terms of media, 
research funding, and advocacy. But remember these species are part of a broader ecological 
network, and it’s difficult to separate one from the other. Science tells us diverse ecological 
networks are more resilient in the face of adversity, and we should look at these ecosystems as 
a whole.   
 
People who care should get involved, stay informed and work to conserve the best of Texas for 
current and future generations.  For more information and how you can help, please go to 
www.txwildlifealliance.org 
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Professor & Director of Development 
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R.E. Minton Distinguished Professor of Forest Wildlife 
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Dr. Warren C. Conway 
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Dr. Lee A. Fuiman 
Perry R. Bass Chair in Fisheries and Mariculture 
University of Texas Marine Science Institute 
 
Dr. Louis A. Harveson 
Director, Borderlands Research Institute for Natural Resource 
Management 
Sul Ross State University 
 

 

Dr. David G. Hewitt 
Leroy G. Denman, Jr. Endowed Chair 
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Professor Emerita 
University of Texas Marine Science Institute 
 

 

Dr. Jeff A. Johnson 
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Advanced Environmental Research Institute 
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Dr. Roel R. Lopez 
Director, Natural Resources Institute 
Texas A&M University 
 

 

Dr. Larry McKinney 
Executive Director 
Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies 
Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi 
 

 

Dr. T. Wayne Schwertner 
Department Head of Wildlife, Sustainability and Ecosystem 
Sciences 
Tarleton State University 
 

 

Dr. Randy Simpson 
Director, Wildlife Biology Program 
Texas State University 
 

 

Dr. Don Steinbach 
Professor Emeritus, Texas A&M University 
Executive Director, Texas Chapter of the Wildlife Society 

 

 
The above signatories are expressing their personal opinions which should not be 
construed in any way as an endorsement by their respective colleges and universities. 


